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Montana FCCLA’s Fall Rally is back September 27-28 at the Billings Hotel &
Convention Center! Make plans now to learn, network, and grow your
leadership skills with FCCLA members from all across Montana! 
At this year’s Fall Leadership Rally:

Meet the 2026-27 Montana State Executive Council, ready to deliver
exciting sessions promoting attendee networking.
Advisers may register three chapter leaders, three State Outreach Project
leaders, and three new members, in addition to any District Officers. 
Arrive early and kick off your Rally experience with a pre-conference
ZooMontana adventure! Attendees may register for a zoo visit prior to the
start of the conference. 
Visit with our exhibitors to learn more about resources to support your
chapter’s Career Connection outreach projects, and pick up your FCCLA
swag at the Fall Rally Swag Shop!
Meet dynamic speakers including Rhett Laubach, our keynote speaker and
trainer for the Chapter and District Officers track. Attendees will learn
practical strategies for becoming the kind of leader that builds a strong
team and makes a lasting impact.
Our State Outreach Project attendees will explore the 2026-27 State
Outreach Project with Lindsey Cobble, of the FCCLA Leadership Training
Team. Attendees will also meet representatives of organizations all across
the state with resources to support local outreach projects.
Our new leaders will learn all about FCCLA programs, events, and
opportunities from Brooklynn Gross, a former member of FCCLA’s
Leadership Training Team (LTT), and current LTT trainer.
Advisers will receive specialized training, including a pre-conference New
Adviser Training session.
Attendees will receive a registration gift, as well as training in their
designated area. 

Registration is now open and closes September 1; final registration closes
September 13.  Find more details on the Montana FCCLA website! and in the
flyer at the end of this newsletter.New Leader Track: 
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Montana FCCLA Chapter Advisers will also be recognized while at the National Leadership
Conference.  Congratulations to Lorie Martinez, of the Columbus FCCLA Chapter, for her completion
of the  Master Adviser Academy. Ms. Martinez will be recognized for completing the Master Adviser
Academy, which is designed for advisers with five or more years of experience and offers advanced
opportunities to contribute to national FCCLA initiatives. Participants collaborate with peers,
strengthen their professional portfolios, and receive recognition at the National Leadership
Conference for their continued commitment to FCCLA leadership and excellence.
Congratulations to Amanda Swenson, of the Manhattan chapter. Ms. Swenson will be recognized for
completion of the FCCLA New Chapter Adviser Academy, which supports advisers in their first three
years by providing resources, guidance, and connections to help them build strong, successful
chapters. This program fosters professional growth while strengthening the foundation for long-term
chapter success.
Ms. Swenson is also the recipient of the Spirit of Advising award, which honors chapter advisers who
exemplify unwavering dedication and commitment, often working behind the scenes to nurture the
success of their students. These advisers have made remarkable contributions through their support
of students, provision of learning experiences, encouragement of positive character development,
and overall dedication to fostering student leaders. 

Montana FCCLA is proud to recognize the chapters participating in the 2026 National Leadership
Conference in Washington, D.C.! The Fashion Show at the National Leadership Conference
celebrates creativity, innovation, technical skill, and personal expression through fashion design.
Finn Graden, of the Ellis FCCLA Chapter, submitted original garment designs for consideration, which
were evaluated by a panel of judges using criteria that included presentation, design elements, trend
relevance, fit and balance, construction, finishing techniques, and the designer's inspiration and
creative process. Congratulations to Finn on this outstanding accomplishment! We look forward to
celebrating Finn and the other designers as they bring their creations to life on the runway at the
2026 National Leadership Conference.
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Montana FCCLA in the Spotlight at NLC!

 The FCCLA Showcase celebrates chapter achievement, student leadership, creativity, and the
meaningful work that takes place in FCCLA Chapters across the nation. Participants will have the
opportunity to share National Program and STAR Events projects, chapter recruitment efforts,
fundraising ideas, and other outstanding accomplishments with conference attendees.
Congratulations to Emma Feldmann and Sofia Frick-Redd, of the Dutton/Brady FCCLA Chapter, for
taking part in this exciting opportunity. We look forward to celebrating the innovation, dedication,
and leadership they will display while at NLC!

Finn Graden
Ennis FCCLA

Lorie Martinez
Columbus FCCLA

Amanda Swenson
Manhattan FCCLA

Emma Feldmann and
Sofia Frick-Redd 

Dutton/Brady FCCLA
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National Leadership Conference Updates

National Membership Package Benefits are Updated
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Montana FCCLA will be represented in Washington, D.C.,  by over 130 members,
advisers and chaperones at the National Leadership Conference this summer.
Advisers and members are encouraged to check the website for updates
frequently. Montana FCCLA has prepared an NLC Guide to help in navigating the
NLC experience.  

Before we know it, the 2026-27 school year will begin, which means it is time to begin thinking about affiliation!
The Montana FCCLA Board of Directors has recently approved membership rates for the coming year, voting
to continue offering a variety of membership package options and keeping membership dues consistent with
rates for the previous year. Affiliation opens August 1, when chapters may use the portal to register their
chapter members. 

2026-27 Membership Affiliation 

Hello from Montana ProStart! I hope your summer is going well and that you are recharging your batteries! For
those of you headed to NLC for FCCLA, have a wonderful time and best of luck to your competitors! On the
ProStart front, we are gearing up for our next round of Data Collection! Please be on the lookout for an email
from me asking for your responses to the official data collection survey. Additionally, as the next school year
approaches, please consider what students you know of that may be working summer jobs in the hospitality
industry, as we would love to help them earn their COA (Certificate of Achievement) and be recognized at SLC
next year! If you know of anyone who should be receiving emails from me, please share my email address with
them jordan@mtfccla.org or pass their info on to me. Thank you!
~Jordan Collins, Montana ProStart Coordinator

Culinary Corner

For the past several years,
FCCLA has been offering
chapters membership packages
which make membership more
accessible to all members. One
of the most popular features of
these packages are the
additional benefits available to
the chapters utilizing the
packages. These benefits have
changed a bit for the 2026-27
year--check out the enhanced
benefits summary in the graphic
to explore the features that your
chapter will love!
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