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Remember to Register for Fall Leadership Rally!
Montana FCCLA’s Fall Rally is back September 27-
28 at the Billings Hotel & Convention Center!
Advisers may register three chapter leaders, three
State Outreach Project leaders, and three new
members, in addition to any District Officers. 
Facilitating our State Outreach Project Career
Connection track will be Lindsey Cobble, of
FCCLA’s Leadership Training Team. Brooklynn
Gross is back to lead our New Leader training, and
our keynote speaker Rhett Laubach will share his
leadership wisdom with our chapter and district
officers in their training. 
Attendees will receive a registration gift, as well as
training in their designated area. Registration is
now open through September 13. Find more
details on the Montana FCCLA website! 

Keynote Speaker:
Rhett Laubach

State Outreach Project Track:
Lindsey Cobble, LTT

New Leader Track:  
Brooklynn Gross, LTT Trainer

Spotlight On Service

Connect With Us!

FCCLA is all about service, so remember to submit
service hours! Use this Google Form every time you
and your chapter has hours to submit, then chapter
advisers receive a quarterly email with the statistics.
Be sure to submit your service hours regularly to
receive recognition for your efforts! 

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
https://mtfccla.org/conferences/leadership-rally/
https://mtfccla.org/conferences/leadership-rally/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeclSopcZ7m2hidbsSchACVDUFrsjgq7OlFthVBzp2cweN8WA/viewform
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To kick off the new year, Montana FCCLA is hosting a variety of contests for chapters as leaders are made in
the 2026-27 year!  The entry deadline for the Bulletin Board is September 14, with the T-Shirt design due by
January 1.

T Shirt and Bulletin Board Competitions Are Now Open!

SLC T-Shirt Design--You could see YOUR shirt
design on the next Montana FCCLA SLC shirt!
The top five designs will be featured on social
media for voting.

Bulletin Board Contest--create a bulletin board in
your school, following the competition guidelines,
then send in a photo for voting on social media. 

Service is what makes Malta FCCLA special. Our
chapter was concerned about loneliness at our
local retirement home, so we began monthly
visits to build meaningful connections. Whether
planting flowers, playing games, or simply
chatting, we strive to make every resident feel
valued while showing that genuine service is
about creating lasting relationships. 
~Averee Matthews
Vice-President of Outreach

Spotlight on Malta FCCLA

Welcome to our Newly Affiliated Chapters!

Bridger  Forsyth   Jefferson    Malta   Manhattan  Wibaux

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
https://mtfccla.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Bulletin-Board-Contest-20268.5-%C3%97-11-in.png
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNZ2K4H2HK--0Uiv04ujTkDPOBHeJ9ovfx0bSP0LTmyzSgNQ/viewform?usp=header
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The career  Montana FCCLA understands how important it is to choose careers wisely, which means
investing in career exploration and preparation.  After all, one’s career choice impacts so many areas of
their lifestyle and their future!  
The Montana FCCLA State Outreach Project for 2026-27 is Career Connection, which means your chapters
have so many opportunities to encourage career exploration and preparation in your local communities.
Montana FCCLA chapters are eligible to receive a copy of the FCCLA National Program Career
Connection, full of engaging activities to help chapters as they work to peer educate others about the
importance of career preparation for a stronger future. Chapters are also encouraged to apply for mini-
grants of up to $200 to support community outreach projects designed to impact career exploration and
preparation in local communities. New for 2026--check out the State Outreach Project suggestions and
guidelines for implementation to help your chapter get off to a strong start, and don’t forget the
recognition opportunities for individual members who complete Career Connection Bingo! Be sure to
complete your State Outreach Project report by March 1 so that your chapter can showcase their Career
Connection efforts and earn recognition. Full details about all these opportunities can be found on the
Montana FCCLA website.

State Outreach Project

Vision Zero
Traffic safety is an issue that impacts everyone. Montana FCCLA and the Montana Department
of Transportation have been partnering for years in an effort to include members in local
traffic safety efforts. Our partnership continues into the 2026-27 year, with Vision Zero grants,
awards, and presentations. Look for the Vision Zero workshops at your District Meetings,
where chapters can learn the basics about implementing a successful chapter project!
Chapter leaders will also learn more about this incredible opportunity at the Fall Leadership
Rally. Watch for the Vision Zero Toolkit for Chapters coming soon! Develop plans now for your
chapter’s traffic safety outreach efforts. Learn more about all the opportunities as well as
review past projects for inspiration at our website. Funding for projects is available, with a
priority deadline of November 16 and a final deadline of December 7. After completing your
project, be sure to submit the final report by March 1 to be eligible for state-level awards.

Spotlight On Service

Harvest of the Month Meal Planning Challenge!
Looking for a fun, ready-to-use lesson that connects nutrition, seasonal Montana
foods, and meal planning? Montana Team Nutrition and Montana FCCLA have
developed a Harvest of the Month Meal Planning Challenge for grades 7–12. This
engaging lesson can be completed in two class periods and provides students with
an opportunity to learn about nutrition requirements, healthy foods for healthy
lifestyles, menu planning, and seasonal Montana foods. Students can also submit
their meal plan to the challenge for a chance to win cash prizes—up to $450! 

Students may also use their submission as an FCCLA STAR project.
The lesson should be taught this school year, with student submissions due 

       March 1, 2027.
If interested in participating, please scan the QR code on the flyer included with
this newsletter to access the lesson plan and register for the challenge.

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
https://mtfccla.org/community-outreach/state-outreach-grants/
https://mtfccla.org/community-outreach/state-outreach-grants/vision-zero-grant-online-application/
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Spotlight on Jefferson FCCLA!
District 11 has selected to highlight the Jefferson High School chapter. They are and have been doing great things
They've taken at least 3 members to Nationals in STAR events for the last 10 years, and have two National STAR
event championships. Some sweet stats. They also host a Color Run every year to promote families getting outsid
and exercising. To add on to that, they are also working with MDT to help pass a primary seat belt safety law.
Almost all of the projects that Mrs. Parsons' students create enrich the community, whether that's in service or
education. Keep it up Jefferson!
~Wyatt Williams, Vice-President of  Competitive Events

Have any of your students been working summer jobs?  Not sure? Ask them! Once students start returning
to school, ask them about their summer and see if that includes working a summer job - specifically in the
hospitality industry. If they have, they may be well on their way to earning a Certificate of Achievement
(COA)! Students who work in the hospitality industry, help with catering events, work concessions at school,
and many other related activities are unknowingly gaining invaluable skills that could be checked off a list to
help them earn this COA. Some of the traits needed include: proper handwashing, showing up to work on
time, measuring ingredients accurately, counting change back correctly, and many other things. While there
are some specific technical and culinary skills on the list, it is not as intimidating and advanced as you might
think. Earning this can set students apart from the competition in the job market for higher wages or jobs
that are past entry-level. We as Montana ProStart will also recognize the efforts of these students at our
State Leadership Conference. 
Please reach out to me at jordan@mtfccla.org for more information if you think you might have students
who meet some of these requirements.

Competencies for the COA
Considering completing your Certificate of Achievement (COA) but feeling overwhelmed by the number of
competencies you have to demonstrate? I bet you already have quite a few of them down! Between your
culinary program at school and the job you have, I’m sure you have learned many of these required skills.
Some of the traits needed include: proper handwashing, showing up to work on time, measuring ingredients
accurately, can count change back correctly, and many other things. While there are some specific technical
and culinary skills on the list, it is not as intimidating and advanced as you might think. 
*Remember, hours working at the concession stand, catering, and at your job can all count towards your
hours!
This IS an achievable certificate to earn, you’ve got this! It will benefit you in many ways if
hospitality/culinary are in your future plans!  
Talk with your advisor or reach out to me at jordan@mtfccla.org for more information. 

ProStart’s Certificate of Achievement

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
mailto:jordan@mtfccla.org
mailto:jordan@mtfccla.org


Hi everyone! Thought it was time for a quick reintroduction. My name is Jordan Collins and I
am the Montana ProStart State Coordinator, which basically means I work on registering
new and returning programs, connect you with our National ProStart resources, help you
get textbooks and curriculum, organize the State ProStart Invitational, coordinate trainings
for you and students, and do a lot of other paperwork and stuff behind the scenes (with a

Back to School with ProStart

Connect With Us!

lot of help from Tracey, of course!). I spent seven years in the FCS classroom and then accepted this role,
while also working at Montana State University teaching in the Education and University Studies department -
plus a few other things and trying to keep up with two toddlers! Just like all of you, I wear many hats - but this
is one of my favorite, because it keeps me connected to FCS educators and students! There are so many
moving parts to this role and Tracey and I are excited to continue the positive momentum the ProStart
program has had over the past few years. With that being said, please see the “year at a glance” flyer we are
sharing to get a snapshot of what’s coming this next year. As always, reach out if there are ways I can support
you jordan@mtfccla.org 

Data collection for the 2026 – 2027 school year officially launched on August 12 and is open through October
14. If I can help with access to the recording of the training webinar or individualized support, please don’t
hesitate to reach out at jordan@mtfccla.org
In the coming weeks, you'll receive an email from prostartdatabase@nraef.org with a link to the annual ProStart
survey. It's a 26-question survey asking about your program. These answers are used by the National
Restaurant Association to evaluate and support ProStart nationwide. Completing this survey is required to
remain an active ProStart program and stay on our contact lists. If you run into any issues with it, reach out
and I'll help you get it sorted!
 

ProStart Grant
Opportunities

Scholarship and Grant information!
The Rachael Ray ProStart Grow
Grant ($5,000 for ProStart schools
or hopeful new programs) is open
now until September 24th! And the
ProStart Program Support Grant
and Restaurant Ready Grant is open
through September 21st!
Additionally, there is the ProStart
JumpStart Grant which provides
ProStart students with an
opportunity to attend The National
Restaurant Association Show, and
this window is from October 12-
November 13. Consider applying for
one or all of them! Check back for
more scholarship information in
January for students. 

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
mailto:jordan@mtfccla.org
https://opportunities.chooserestaurants.org/
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https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
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