
The 2026 Fall Leadership Rally took
place in Billings, September 27-28.
Attendees networked, learned, and
explored their own leadership potential
as they gained new ideas and developed
chapter plans for the year. Enjoy some
of the photo highlights of the
conference!
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Bulletin Board Contest Winner Announced!
Congratulations to the Stevensville FCCLA
Chapter for their winning entry in the Montana
FCCLA Bulletin Board contest! Thanks to all
who entered and shared their great ideas for
promoting FCCLA in their schools. 
Next up--SLC T-Shirt Design Contest due 12/1
and the Trading Pin Design Contest due 1/1!

Fall Leadership Rally Highlights
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National FCCLA Dates

Montana FCCLA Dates

Apply Today to Make a Difference! 
FCCLA Members and Chapters who are eager to make a difference in the lives of students are
encouraged to apply for Chapter or Individual Grants through the FCCLA Portal. These grants,
reviewed by the National Executive Council, are awarded to projects with the greatest potential to
positively impact students, schools, communities, and even entire states. Grants are awarded on an
ongoing basis, with applications accepted until May 1. Funding is available up to $1,000 per
chapter, depending on resources.
﻿Please note that requests for conference or meeting registration fees will not be considered. The
application can be found in the FCCLA Portal under the Surveys and Applications tab > Ultimate
Leadership Fund Grants (ULF) > Chapter & Individual Grants. Don’t miss this opportunity to bring
your ideas to life and create a lasting impact!

Connect With Us!

October 13: District 4 Meeting
October 15: ProStart Program Incentive application
due
October 21: District 2 & 11 Meeting
October 26: District 8 Meeting
October 28: District 1 and District 6/7 Meetings
November 2: Chapter Adviser Summit Scholarship
due November 2: Culinary Camp
November 10: District 5 Meeting
November 16: Priority deadline for Vision Zero, Local
Impact and State Outreach Project grant applications
November 17: District 3/9 Meeting
November 19: District 10 Meeting
December 3: FCS Dine With Your Herd
For more details, visit mtfccla.org

October 9: Challenge Test Registration Deadline
October 17-20: Orlando Fall Leadership Institute
November 1: Fall Chapter Affiliation Deadline
November 2: Adviser Academy Registration
closes
November 2: Chapter Adviser Summit
registration opens
November 12-15: Anaheim Fall Leadership
Institute
January 13-16: Chapter Adviser Summit
March 3: Safe Rides - Save Lives Contest
Deadline

For more details, visit fcclainc.org

Chapter and Individual Grants Available!

Welcome To Our Newly Affiliated Chapters!

Augusta                                  Billings West                         Billings Skyview
Billings Senior                       Broadwater                           East Helena
Fairfield                                   Fergus                                     Huntley Project
Medicine Lake                       Moore                                      Shepherd
Sheridan                                  Stevensville                           Sunburst

Montana FCCLA Dates

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/


What is the Ultimate Chapter Award? The FCCLA Ultimate Chapter Award is the highest honor an FCCLA
Chapter can receive, recognizing those and serving to honor chapters that distinguish themselves through
exceptional commitment and achievement. From robust member recruitment and retention efforts to career
preparation, impactful service projects, leadership development, Competitive Events success, and effective
communication, the Ultimate Chapter Award celebrates chapters that consistently go above and beyond to
provide an outstanding leadership experience for their members. Earning this award signifies a chapter's
unwavering dedication to preparing members for career success and making a difference in their schools,
communities, and members' lives. 
Ready to Get Started? Begin your journey toward excellence today! Log in to the FCCLA Portal, explore the
Ultimate Chapter Award tab, and start completing optional opportunities for points. Involve your members, set
goals, and track your chapter’s progress as you work toward achieving the highest chapter honor FCCLA offers.

Connect With Us!

Ultimate Chapter Award

Chapters Celebrate Be A Teacher Day!

Forsyth:
Treats for
Teachers

Bridger: Cookes &
Cards for Teacher

Appreciation

Harlowton: All Staff
Appreciation Day 

Manhattan: MSU
tours--check out the
news feature.

Augusta:
Teacher
Shadow Day

Broadwater:
Educator panel discussion &
career research

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
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https://fcclainc.org/join/ultimate-chapter-award
https://www.montana.edu/news/25615/aspiring-educators-visit-montana-state-in-celebration-of-national-be-a-teacher-day


Chapter Adviser 
Summit
Scholarship

Connect With Us!

State Outreach Project
Montana FCCLA understands how important it is to choose careers wisely, which means investing in career
exploration and preparation.  After all, one;s career choice impacts so many areas of their lifestyle and their
future!  The Montana FCCLA State Outreach Project for 2026-27 is Career Connection, which means your
chapters have so many opportunities to encourage career exploration and preparation in your local
communities. Montana FCCLA chapters are eligible to receive a copy of the FCCLA National Program Career
Connection, full of engaging activities to help chapters as they work to peer educate others about the
importance of career preparation for a stronger future. Chapters are also encouraged to apply for mini-
grants of up to $200 to support community outreach projects designed to impact career exploration and
preparation in local communities by November 16 (priority) or December 7 (final). Be sure to complete your
State Outreach Project report by March 1 so that your chapter can showcase their Career Connection
efforts and earn recognition. Full details about all these opportunities can be found on the Montana FCCLA
website.

Vision Zero
Traffic safety is an issue that impacts everyone. Montana FCCLA and the Montana Department of
Transportation have been partnering for years in an effort to include members in local traffic safety efforts. Our
partnership continues into the 2025-26 year, with Vision Zero grants, awards, and presentations. Look for the
Vision Zero workshops at your District Meetings, where chapters can learn the basics about implementing a
successful chapter project! Chapter leaders will also learn more about this incredible opportunity at the Fall
Leadership Rally. Watch for the Vision Zero Toolkit for Chapters coming soon! Develop plans now for your
chapter’s traffic safety outreach efforts. If you are not sure where to begin, check out some summaries from last
year’s projects at this link. Funding for projects is available, with a priority deadline of November 16 and a final
deadline of December 7. After completing your project, be sure to submit the final report by March 1 to be
eligible for state-level awards.

FCCLA is all about service, so remember to submit service hours! Use this Google Form every time you and
your chapter has hours to submit, then chapter advisers receive a quarterly email with the statistics. Be sure
to submit your service hours regularly to receive recognition for your efforts! 

Spotlight On Service

Montana FCCLA chapter advisers are encouraged to apply for the
Chapter Adviser Summit Scholarship. This award supports
attendance to the 2027 Chapter Adviser Summit held in San
Antonio, Texas, January 13-16.  Full details and the application
form can be found at this link. Applications are being accepted
through November 2

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
https://mtfccla.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFEdqlcwvCGAxu8tR_OcBAWV7mcVq0oWwc3HRUEqTsG9B-uw/viewform?usp=header
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All About Service
In the 2026-27 membership year, 29 chapters participated in the reporting of service hours,
with a total of over 16,998 hours submitted! While this is an incredible amount of volunteer
activity for our organization, our state actually had 62 affiliated chapters in the 2025-26 year.
This means that just a little less than half of our chapters submitted service hours, which makes
one wonder just how many hours we might have if all the chapters participated?! 

Of course, this gives Montana FCCLA an incredible opportunity for growth in the coming year. In
an effort to get more chapters reporting service hours in 2026-27, let’s take a closer look at
what participation can mean to chapters and members, as well as the opportunities
participation creates for us all statewide. 

Members have valuable data to include in scholarship and resume
applications.
Chapters have documented hours to use when promoting FCCLA in
their local community for fundraising, membership, etc.
Member awards this is a great tool to use when recognizing members.
State recognition eligilbity for Montana FCCLA awards includes
service hours tracking.
Supplemental funding is available to Montana FCCLA based on
service hours documentation.

Why
Submit?

How To
Submit

Reporting your chapter’s service hours is easy! Visit mtfccla.org and click
on “Service Hours”. Scroll down on the page and download the “Service
Hours Reporting Instructions”. Members can print a personal service
hour log and document their contributions throughout the year. In the
What I Did section, indicate the day of the month (per row) and provide
a brief description of what you did. This includes activities you complete
when gaining work experience or activities completed in conjunction
with your FCCLA chapter (activities completed outside of FCCLA chapter
programming should not be counted). If an activity is completed in
conjunction with another CTSO, you must select only one CTSO to count
the hours.

In the Type of Service section, record the number of hours spent on that
activity. Track all time spent on the activity including research, meetings,
preparation and the actual event. An activity may have more than one
type of service. If that occurs, split the total number of hours between
the different types of service.

Next, total your hours per type of service and submit to the designated
person in your chapter. Chapter leaders and advisers can submit
chapter monthly reports using this link, found on the Montana FCCLA
website under Community Outreach> Service Hours.

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/montanafccla/
mailto:director@mtfccla.org
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By adding service hours to your FCCLA routine, members will have a
running document of their involvement and dedication to helping others.
Many times, scholarship, college applications, and award programs will
ask about details such as community involvement and contributions. A
member tracking their hours will have a document ready with all the
information they need!

In addition to this benefit, chapters are recognized quarterly for their
service contributions with the Montana FCCLA Service Hall of Fame. Each
quarter, top reporting chapters are recognized, and at the State
Leadership Conference held in March, the three chapters reporting the
most hours per chapter member are recognized on stage! 

Another benefit helps everyone all across the state. When Montana FCCLA
applies for grant funding or communicates our accomplishments with
potential funders, we can share these incredible contributions with others.
Ultimately, this delivers opportunities for all of our chapters, such as
increased chapter mini-grants, state award programs, and so much more!
Please consider sharing your contributions throughout the year by
submitting FCCLA service hours!

All About Service, continued

Benefits of
Submitting

- Direct Service - activities that require you to have direct contact with
people.
- Indirect Service - your work behind the scenes to channel resources to the
project rather than working directly with an individual who may need the
service.
- Advocacy - service experience that requires you to lend your voice and
talents to the effort to address a problem.
- Leadership - roles you serve that supports FCCLA programming at local,
district, state and national levels.
- Fundraising - fundraising that support FCCLA chapter activities.
- Work experience - work you do that builds your human capital and
prepares you for a future career; this can be work for pay or unpaid and
should be related to a FCS Career Pathway.

What
Counts As
Service?

Did you know
there have

already been
382 hours

submitted this
year?

https://www.instagram.com/fcclamontana/?hl=en
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Chapter Spotlight: Harlowton FCCLA

Celebrate FCS with Dine In Day!
In case you did not know, FCS is the acronym for Family and
Consumer Sciences, the subject area in which FCCLA is
based. Another fun fact is that FCS was previously known as
home economics, with the profession changing its name in
1994. Perhaps the most prominent leader of home
economics/FCS was Ellen Richards,, who was born on
December 3.  Learn more about Ellen and FCS here.
Annually, FCS celebrates its orgin on Ellen’s birthday with a
Dine In Day.  Montana FCCLA encourages members and
advisers December 3  to Dine With Your Herd. Maybe this
means enjoying a great meal at home with your family,
maybe this means celebrating a meal out with the friends
who treat you like family. Maybe this means inviting
someone who needs a family to join you. However your
“herd” looks, enjoy some nourishing foods together, snap
and upload some photos to social media and tag
@fcclamontana or use #mtfccla. Enjoy the celebration!

rd

The Harlowton FCCLA Chapter is truly special. We spend mornings each month
connecting and sharing ideas. But, what makes us the most notable is our yearly
Christmas tree selling. I know-I know, it sounds silly, but it is truly so rewarding.
If you saw the smiles on the faces of those who purchase our Christmas trees,
you would think it is just as special as we do. The connections each member
makes between each other while we spend hours in the mountains cutting down 

the perfect trees, is truly amazing. I have never seen communication click 

between individuals
as quickly as this
activity does. Let this
be your sign to DO
that fun activity for
the community:). 
~Hannah Murnion,
Montana FCCLA
President
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As a ProStart educator, one of your most exciting—and challenging—tasks of the year is building
your competition teams. Whether your students are aiming for culinary glory or management
mastery, the secret to success isn't just finding the students with the best knife skills or the highest
grades. It is about creating a balanced, cohesive unit. 
Here is how to strategically assemble your ProStart dream teams this season: 
Look Beyond Technical Skill
While a student who can perfect a julienne or build a flawless spreadsheet is valuable, attitude and
soft skills matter more. Look for students who demonstrate: 

Reliability: Competition season requires hours of after-school practices. You need students who
show up every single time. 
Coachability: Can they take constructive criticism from you and industry mentors without
getting discouraged? 
Resilience: When a sauce breaks or a presentation note is missed, who stays calm under
pressure? 

Hold a Transparent "Tryout" Process
To ensure fairness and buy-in, establish a clear selection process. Host a mini-competition or a
series of workshop challenges. Have students submit a brief application explaining why they want to
compete and how they plan to manage their time. This instantly filters out those who aren't fully
committed to the rigorous schedule ahead. 

Connect With Us!

Building Your ProStart Team

Cross-Train Your Alternates
Never treat your alternates as second-
best. In ProStart, an alternate is just
one unexpected flu bug away from
being on the main stage. Embed your
alternates deeply into every practice,
menu tasting, and management run-
through. A well-prepared alternate
gives your entire team the confidence
to succeed. 
The Bottom Line: Skills can be taught,
but passion, dedication, and teamwork
must be cultivated. Start scouting your
classroom talent now, and you'll build
a team that makes you proud—
regardless of where they place on the
podium. 
Good luck with your recruitment, and
here’s to an incredible ProStart
competition season! 
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Save the date! Montana ProStart/FCCLA’s Culinary Camp is
back in Billings on November 2!  Attendees will explore
careers in the culinary world, learn from industry experts,
and practice skills for success in the culinary world. Pre-
conference events offered include ServSafe exam
proctoring, tours of The Northern Hotel, and a four-course
dinner served by the experts at Sysco.  Consider joining us if
you are a seasoned culinary-arts pro, or if you are new to the
culinary world and ready to learn more. Registration is open
through October 21; check out the flyer at the end of the
newsletter for full details.

Connect With Us!

Culinary Camp is Back!

ProStart Program Incentives

Teachers--Have you been daydreaming of some classroom
upgrades for you ProStart program? Or maybe you just wish
you had a little bit of financial help to purchase the items
your school needs to start offering ProStart to your
students. Announcing the 2026 ProStart Program Incentive,
designed to offer exactly that kind of support for both
existing and new ProStart programs. So, check out the full
details in the flyer at the end of the newsletter, develop your
itemized budget for the request, and submit it using the form
at the QR code by October 15. Funds are limited, so apply
today!

 Podcast season is back! Check out our first episode of the 2026-27
year and learn more about District Meetings with Jessica Toeckes,
State Vice President of Parliamentary Law. 
Learn from fellow members and advisers about what is working for
them and how they leave a legacy in their local communities.Explore
our growing library of episodes, and If you have ideas for future
episodes, email Tracey at director@mtfccla.org

Inside the Red Jacket: Montana FCCLA’s Podcast
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